HIV Planning Group Announcements 
May 2021
Division of HIV Disease
· HB 103 Opposition was submitted. No update on the status of HB103.

Division of HIV Disease: Care Section
· Grant year ended in March-working on Program Terms report and will move into closing out the previous grant year

· Personnel Updates:
· Hiring Program Analyst 2 position (Created to assist John Haines with SPBP Program)-Second interviews completed
· Rob Smith promoted to Public Health Program Administrator overseeing the program standards.

· Notice of Award (NOA) for current year has been received, funding is $37,474,523.


Clinical Quality Management (CQM)
· CQM Workgroup now has 16 members 

· CQM project selected is Medical Case Management/Viral Suppression

· Create Equity Collaborative 
· Working in conjunction with Jewish Healthcare Foundation (JHF), Allies for Health and Well Being and UPCM Shadyside 
· Looking at viral load suppression for the 40-64 age group
· This is an 18-month collaborative
· Michelle Schlegelmilch will share results of this collaborative at future HPG meetings


Division of HIV Disease: Monitoring and Evaluation

· Virtual site visits are on-going. Initial sessions have gone well with the Regions and we expect future site visits to go just as smoothly

· Working with the Regions on Updates to the Guidance Documents
· Many questions and comments were submitted by the Regions. The Monitoring and Evaluation section is currently reviewing and will provide responses to the Regions in the coming weeks

Considering the development of technical assistance for the following Guidance Documents:
· Time and effort
· Health insurance premium guidance 
· Invoicing

Housing Opportunities for Persons With AIDS (HOPWA)
· 2021 HOPWA Award is $3,163,713.  This is an increase of approximately 2.75% from last year.


Division of HIV Disease: Prevention Section
· Staffing Update:  
· Ben Parrish, Public Health Program Associate 2 Cluster and Partner Services, reports to Jon Steiner 

· Cameron Schatz, Public Health Program Administrator PrEP Coordinator, reports to Michelle Rossi  

· Interviews for Public Health Program Associate 2 HIV/HCV Testing started the week of 5/17. This position will report to Jon Steiner 

· Quiana Davis, Clerk Typist 3, is no longer with the division. That position will be posted internally and externally for candidates.  

· Special Projects:  
· The HIV/HCV testing grant with viral hepatitis has reached the implementation phase. Penn State and C-Change (from Philadelphia) will be working with the Single County Authority (SCA) providers to increase testing and education about HIV, HCV, and PrEP.  

· Prevention has been participating in the Syringe Service Program (SSP) workgroup calls. We are waiting for an update on the legislative progress.  

· SSP Memo was introduced into the House and the Senate to support SSP in Pa. Waiting for the Bill to be introduced.

· A rack card and poster for perinatal HIV/Syphilis/Hepatitis C testing recommendations is going to be distributed to OB/GYNs and Midwives. There is one card personalized for providers and one for patients.  

· PrEP for Minors 
· If AIDS Free Pittsburgh wants to take action for a legislative change, they should do that independently 

· If HPG wants to support the initiative, they can write a letter of support independent of the Department 

· If there is a desire to have a letter of support from the Department, that requires a formal request that would be passed up through legal and executive staff – there are no guarantees on the timeline for that, meaning it could take months to get a response.  

· Data – to – Care  
· D2C activities have resumed. Each participating CMHD could fall into a different model for implementation. However, the Central Output List process is now operational. Ja’Nae Tyler is working with each CMHD individually to address their concerns with the “not in care” lists. Please understand that this is a new process and we are continuously working internally to improve it.  

· Upcoming Activities
· A one-day HIV conference is being planned for September. It is still uncertain if the event will be in-person or virtual. 
· The capacity building calendar is up to date through June on http://www.stophiv.com  


Special Pharmaceutical Benefits Program (SPBP)
· Drug Formulary was updated on our website on April 1st
· Added coverage for Cabenuva (cabotegravir/rilpivirine) which is the first long acting HIV treatment medication (injectable)
· Janssen COVID vaccine added to the formulary for coverage of dispensing fee

· List of SPBP in-network pharmacies updated March 1st on website

· SPBP early refill limits were re-instated effective March 11th and require at least 75% of the previous medication dispensed to be utilized before a refill is covered. For patients with another insurance plan, SPBP will default to the other plans early refill limits if applicable. Exception requests for early refills due to lost or stolen meds or for vacation supplies will continue to be allowed by SPBP.

· SPBP has updated the Rx requirements to allow prescriptions to be filled for 1 year from the date the prescription was written and up to 11 refills for non-controlled/non-narcotic medications. Previous limit was up to 6 months or 5 refills. For controlled medications, prescriptions must be filled within 6 months of the date written.

· Recovery of Medicaid claims began January 2021 and will continue to occur quarterly going forward
· First quarter 2021 – recovered approximately $138,000 in claims
· Second quarter 2021 – estimated to recover approximately $400,000 in claims when the quarter closes out

· SPBP in conjunction with Magellan Health Service’s pharmacist are conducting a medication adherence pilot program to identify patients who are non-adherent to HIV medications.  The goal is to identify patients and work directly with identified prescribers and in some cases directly with patients to assist in improving medication adherence in these patients. The pilot began in February 2021 and in the first 3 months 22 prescribers and 513 clients were identified. Consultations with 12 of the 22 prescribers have been completed and 297 patients were addressed during the consultations. Nine clients were identified for ongoing case management by Magellan’s pharmacist directly and the other patients will be addressed directly by the provider’s office with consultation and support provided by Magellan’s pharmacist. 

· SPBP Advisory Council meeting was held on Thursday, April 29th from 10-12. 

· SPBP now has a list serve. For those wishing to join the SPBP list serve, please sign-up on our website at Special Pharmaceutical Benefits (pa.gov)

HIV Surveillance and Epidemiology:
· We are currently following seven HIV infection clusters in seven counties. So far, these clusters appear to be limited as we are not seeing new HIV positive individuals. However, we continue to ensure that individuals in the cluster that are not virally suppressed are linked and retained in care.

· The 2020 Annual HIV Surveillance Report is currently being prepared. We anticipate a publication time in late June to early July 2021.

· With the publication of the amendment to the Pennsylvania HIV Reporting Regulations in October 2020, we have begun to see increased reporting of all CD4 and Viral Load test results to the Pennsylvania National Electronic Disease Surveillance System (PA-NEDSS). This is a welcome development for our program and state. Pennsylvania HIV data can now be included in all national HIV data analysis.


Philadelphia Department of Public Health (DOPH)/AIDS Activity Coordinating Office (AACO)
· The Philadelphia Department of Public Health, Health Commissioner – Dr. Thomas Farley tendered his resignation on May 12, 2021.  Dr. Cheryl Bettigole, Division Director for Chronic Disease Prevention will serve as interim PDPH Health Commissioner.

· The City of Philadelphia announcement related COVID-19,  a relaxation of some City restrictions effective May 21, 2021 and later on the relaxation of all restrictions effective June 11, 2021.  In addition, on July 6, 2021 all Philadelphia City Offices will be open.

· The Philadelphia Department of Health (PDPH)/ AIDS Activities Coordinating Office (AACO) successfully completed their Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), HIV/AIDS Bureau (HAB), Division of Metropolitan HIV/AIDS Programs (DMHAP) Comprehensive Virtual Site Visit (VSV) Review of the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program (RWHAP) Part A at the Philadelphia Department of Public Health on April 26, 2021 through April 30, 2021.

· The City of Philadelphia Department of Public Health (PDPH)/AIDS Activities Coordinating Office (AACO)(The Department) is seeking proposals to plan and implement community-based status neutral engagement of four priority populations in the City of Philadelphia in HIV testing, linkage to pre-exposure prophyllaxis (PrEP), treatment, and other services. AACO  RFP Announcement can be found at https://philawx.phila.gov/econtract/
Funding Opportunity (Opportunity: 21210511112713 )

Announcements from HPG Community Members
· Mike Hellman
· “I received my first monthly injections of Cabenuva, a long-lasting HIV treatment, on Wed. May 19th. Cabenuva is a combination of Rilpivirine and Cabotegravir. Going smoothly so far. Hip flexors are a little sore (after a day) - like riding a bicycle and peddling too much. On Friday May 28th I will be interviewing with Tom Murphy at TheBody.com for an article they are preparing on long-lasting injectables. Voice Freely.”


The HIV Prevention and Care Project
· The Pennsylvania Department of Health, in partnership with the Pennsylvania Expanded HIV Testing Initiative (PEHTI) and the HIV Prevention and Care Project (HPCP), continues to offer HIV Self-Testing (HST) for individuals who reside in Pennsylvania (excluding Philadelphia County). The goal of the getmyHIVtest.com program is to help people get tested who wouldn’t otherwise go to their doctor or to a testing clinic.  
· Tests are available from the website getmyhivtest.com. Individuals are asked to read the information on the website and answer a few questions in order to receive an FDA-approved, OraQuick home HIV test kit mailed to their provided address. Support for clients who request and administer the HIV self-test is available through OraQuick and the HPCP, as noted on the website.   
· Individuals who reside in Philadelphia County should visit PhillyKeepOnLoving.com to order the HIV Self-test kit and for additional information about testing from the Philadelphia Department of Public Health.   
· If you have any questions, please send an email to info@getmyHIVtest.com.    
· All Capacity Building and Technical Assistance courses will continue to be done virtually for the time being
· As always, a schedule and description of upcoming courses are available on www.stophiv.com under our Capacity Building tab. 

Announcements from The MidAtlantic AIDS Education and Training Center (MAAETC)
See below for information on pocket guides and upcoming virtual events provided by the MAAETC and their partners
1. Link to our webpage with links to newest pocket guides: https://www.maaetc.org/p/may24newpocketguides
1. Other pocket guides and other Clinical Tools developed by the MAAETC: https://www.maaetc.org/p/clinical-tools

Upcoming virtual events provided by the MAAETC and our partners
1. LGBTQIA+ Summer Series – starting June 2nd and continuing in June, July and August (More information and flyer coming soon)
1. Thursday May 27th, 2021 from 2:00pm ET – 3:30pm ET
0. Dismantling Stigma Around Psychiatric and Addictive Disorders
0. DETAILS & REGISTRATION:     https://www.maaetc.org/events/view/17826 
1. Thursday June 3rd, 2021 from 9:00am ET – 12:00pm ET
1. Telehealth and Reintegration to In-Person Visits
1. DETAILS & REGISTRATION:      https://www.maaetc.org/events/view/17472 
1. Friday June 4th, 2021 from 10:00am ET – 2:00pm ET
2. PrEP Essentials for Emerging & Community Providers
2. DETAILS & REGISTRATION:      https://www.maaetc.org/events/view/17690 
1. Monday June 7th, 2021 from 4:00pm ET – 5:00pm ET
3. The State of HIV Care Among Black Women
3. DETAILS & REGISTRATION:    https://www.maaetc.org/events/view/17675 
1. Thursday June 10th, 2021 from 10:15am ET – 1:40pm ET
4. Hot Topics in HIV 2021: Prevention and Reproductive Choices for Women
4. DETAILS & REGISTRATION:     https://www.maaetc.org/events/view/17025 
Distance-based archived training provided by the MAAETC 
1. Archived webinar landing page: https://www.maaetc.org/p/archivedcontent
1. Ending the HIV Epidemic (EHE) Main Page: https://www.maaetc.org/p/ehemaaetc
1. Ending the HIV Epidemic MAAETC Archived webinars by pillar: https://www.maaetc.org/p/ehearchivedflyers
1. COVID-19 and HIV past/archived events: https://www.maaetc.org/p/covid19archive
1. COVID-19 and HIV series upcoming events: https://www.maaetc.org/p/covid19webinars
